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Life History Evolution Steven C. Hertler 2018-07-04 The social sciences share a mission to shed light on human nature
and society. However, there is no widely accepted meta-theory; no foundation from which variables can be linked,
causally sequenced, or ultimately explained. This book advances “life history evolution” as the missing meta-theory for
the social sciences. Originally a biological theory for the variation between species, research on life history
evolution now encompasses psychological and sociological variation within the human species that has long been the
stock and trade of social scientific study. The eighteen chapters of this book review six disciplines, eighteen
authors, and eighty-two volumes published between 1734 and 2015—re-reading the texts in the light of life history
evolution.
Intergenerational Family Relations Antti O. Tanskanen 2018-08-06 This book offers a synthesis of social science and
evolutionary approaches to the study of intergenerational relations, using biological, psychological and sociological
factors to develop a single framework for understanding why kin help one another across generations. With attention to
both biological family relations as well as in-law and step-relations, it provides an overview of existing studies
centred on intergenerational relations – particularly grandparenting – that incorporate social science and evolutionary
family theories. This evolutionary social science approach to intergenerational family relations goes well beyond the
traditional nature versus nurture distinction. As such, it will appeal to scholars across a range of disciplines with
interests in relations of kinship, the lifecourse and the sociology of the family.
Biosociology Anthony Walsh 2017-09-08 Anthony Walsh bridges the divide separating sociology from biology—a divide
created in the late nineteenth century when sociology emerged from the fields of social theory and philosophy. Walsh
focuses on the viewpoint held by former American Sociological Association president Douglas Massey: sociologists have
allowed the fact that we are social beings to obscure the biological foundations upon which our behaviour ultimately
rests. Walsh argues that sociology has nothing to fear and a wealth of riches to gain if it pays attention to the
theories, concepts, and methodologies of the biological sciences. Both study the same phenomena. Beginning with an
examination of the reasons why we need a biosocial approach, Walsh explores sociology's traditional "taboo" concepts
(reductionism, essentialism, etc.) and how those concepts are viewed in the natural sciences. Throughout the work, the
author introduces relevant concepts from genetics and the neurosciences, using examples that will appeal to all
sociologists. Later chapters apply his introductory arguments to traditional substantive sociological issues such as
culture, crime, gender, socialization, social class, and the family. This book will be essential to all sociologists,
evolutionary biologists, and scholars interested in the history of this important divide between the fields and where
it currently stands.
The Biology of Plethodontid Salamanders Richard C. Bruce 2012-12-06 This volume offers a state-of-the-art overview of
plethodontid salamanders. Readers will find the best current understanding of many aspects of the evolution,
systematics, development, morphology, life history, ecology, and field methodology of these animals.
Handbook of Population Dudley L. Poston 2006-08-10 This comprehensive handbook provides an overview and update of the
issues, theories, processes, and applications of the social science of population studies. The volume's 30 chapters
cover the full range of conceptual, empirical, disciplinary, and applied approaches to the study of demographic
phenomena. This book is the first effort to assess the entire field since Hauser and Duncan's 1959 classic, The Study
of Population. The chapter authors are among the leading contributors to demographic scholarship over the past four
decades. They represent a variety of disciplines and theoretical perspectives as well as interests in both basic and
applied research.
A Sociology of Family Life Deborah Chambers 2012-05-29 Explores the growing diversity of family life and new
sociological thinking about ‘family’, parenting, childhood and personal life. Presents a comprehensive assessment of
recent research and theory.
Mathematical Models in Population Biology and Epidemiology Fred Brauer 2011-11-09 The goal of this book is to search
for a balance between simple and analyzable models and unsolvable models which are capable of addressing important
questions on population biology. Part I focusses on single species simple models including those which have been used
to predict the growth of human and animal population in the past. Single population models are, in some sense, the
building blocks of more realistic models -- the subject of Part II. Their role is fundamental to the study of
ecological and demographic processes including the role of population structure and spatial heterogeneity -- the
subject of Part III. This book, which will include both examples and exercises, is of use to practitioners, graduate
students, and scientists working in the field.
The Oxford Handbook of Work and Aging Jerry W. Hedge 2012-04-19 Global aging, technological advances, and financial
pressures on health and pension systems are sure to influence future patterns of work and retirement. The Oxford
Handbook of Work and Aging offers an international, multi-disciplinary perspective, examining the aging workforce from
an individual worker, organization, and societal perspective, and offering direction for where research and application
should be focused in the future.
The Oxford Handbook of Evolution, Biology, and Society Dr. Rosemary Hopcroft 2018-03-09 Evolution, biology, and
society is a catch-all phrase encompassing any scholarly work that utilizes evolutionary theory and/or biological or
behavioral genetic methods in the study of the human social group, and The Oxford Handbook of Evolution, Biology, and
Society contains an much needed overview of research in the area by sociologists and other social scientists. The
examined topics cover a wide variety of issues, including the origins of social solidarity; religious beliefs; sex

differences; gender inequality; determinants of human happiness; the nature of social stratification and inequality and
its effects; identity, status, and other group processes; race, ethnicity, and race discrimination; fertility and
family processes; crime and deviance; and cultural and social change. The scholars whose work is presented in this
volume come from a variety of disciplines in addition to sociology, including psychology, political science, and
criminology. Yet, as the essays in this volume demonstrate, the potential of theory and methods from biology for
illuminating social phenomena is clear, and sociologists stand to gain from learning more about them and using them in
their own work. The theory focuses on evolution by natural selection, the primary paradigm of the biological sciences,
while the methods include the statistical analyses sociologists are familiar with, as well as other methods that they
may not be familiar with, such as behavioral genetic methods, methods for including genetic factors in statistical
analyses, gene-wide association studies, candidate gene studies, and methods for testing levels of hormones and other
biochemicals in blood and saliva and including these factors in analyses. This work will be of interest to any
sociologist with an interest in exploring the interaction of biological and sociological processes. As an introduction
to the field it is useful for teaching upper-level or graduate students in sociology or a related social science.
Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress 1991
Handbook of Biology and Politics Steven A. Peterson 2017-05-26 The study of biology and politics (or biopolitics) has
gained considerable currency in recent years, as articles on the subject have appeared in mainstream journals and books
on the subject have been well received. The literature has increased greatly since the 1960s and 1970s, when this
specialization first made an appearance. This volume assesses the contributions of biology to political science.
Chapters focus on general biological approaches to politics, biopolitical contributions to mainstream areas within
political science, and linkages between biology and public policy. The volume provides readers with a comprehensive
introduction to the subject.
Handbook of Sociological Theory Jonathan H. Turner 2006-05-17 Sociology is experiencing what can only be described as
hyperdifferentiation of theories - there are now many approaches competing for attention in the intellectual arena .
From this perspective, we should see a weeding out of theories to a small number, but this is not likely to occur
because each of the many theoretical perspectives has a resource base of adherents. As a result, theories in sociology
do not compete head on with each other as much as they coexist. This seminal reference work was brought together with
an eye to capturing the diversity of theoretical activity in sociology - specifically the forefront of theory.
Contributors describe what they themselves are doing right now rather than what others have done in the past. The goal
of this volume is to allow prominent theorists working in a variety of traditions - who wouldn't usually come together
- to review their work. The chapters in this volume represent a mix of theoretical orientations and strategies, but
these these theories are diverse and represent the prominent theoretical discussions in sociology today. Some areas
included are: Section I: Theoretical Methodologies and Strategies Section II: The Cultural Turn in Sociological
Theorizing Section III: Theorizing Interaction Processes Section IV: Theorizing from the Systemic and Macrolevel
Section V: New Directions in Evolutionary Theorizing Section VI: Theorizing on Power, Conflict, and Change SectionVII:
Theorizing from Assumptions of Rationality This handbook will be of interest to those wanting a broad spectrum and
overview of late 20th - early 21st century sociological theory.
The Triumph of Sociobiology John Alcock 2001-06-28 In The Triumph of Sociobiology, John Alcock reviews the controversy
that has surrounded evolutionary studies of human social behavior following the 1975 publication of E.O. Wilson's
classic, Sociobiology, The New Synthesis. Denounced vehemently as an "ideology" that has justified social evils and
inequalities, sociobiology has survived the assault. Twenty-five years after the field was named by Wilson, the
approach he championed has successfully demonstrated its value in the study of animal behavior, including the behavior
of our own species. Yet, misconceptions remain--to our disadvantage. In this straight-forward, objective approach to
the sociobiology debate, noted animal behaviorist John Alcock illuminates how sociobiologists study behavior in all
species. He confronts the chief scientific and ideological objections head on, with a compelling analysis of case
histories that involve such topics as sexual jealousy, beauty, gender difference, parent-offspring relations, and rape.
In so doing, he shows that sociobiology provides the most satisfactory scientific analysis of social behavior available
today. Alcock challenges the notion that sociobiology depends on genetic determinism while showing the shortcoming of
competing approaches that rely on cultural or environmental determinism. He also presents the practical applications of
sociobiology and the progress sociobiological research has made in the search for a more complete understanding of
human activities. His reminder that "natural" behavior is not "moral" behavior should quiet opponents fearing
misapplication of evolutionary theory to our species. The key misconceptions about this evolutionary field are
dissected one by one as the author shows why sociobiologists have had so much success in explaining the puzzling and
fascinating social behavior of nonhuman animals and humans alike.
Darwinian Sociocultural Evolution Marion Blute 2010-01-14 Addresses today's major dilemmas in social scientific theory
from the modern Darwinian sociocultural evolutionary approach.
Handbook of the Life Course Jeylan T. Mortimer 2007-12-14 This comprehensive handbook provides an overview of key
theoretical perspectives, concepts, and methodological approaches that, while applied to diverse phenomena, are united
in their general approach to the study of lives across age phases. In surveying the wide terrain of life course studies
with dual emphases on theory and empirical research, this important reference work presents probative concepts and
methods and identifies promising avenues for future research.
Sociobiology and Conflict V. Falger 2012-12-06 1. 1 THE STUDY OF CONFLICT Polemos Pantoon Pater Heraclitus Conflict on
all levels of organic existence is pervasive, persistent, ubiquitous. Conflict is the universal experience of all life
forms. Organisms are bound in multiple conflict-configurations and -coalitions, which have their own dynamic and their
own logic. This does not mean, however, that the more paroxysmal forms of conflict behaviour, naked violence and
destruction, are also universal. Conflict and cooperation are always intertwined. Conflicts do, however, have a
propensity to gravitate towards violence. There is, as Pettman (1975) pointed out, no accepted or agreed list of the
social units by which conflicts might be classified. To talk of conflict in intra personal, inter-personal, familial,
group, class, ethnic, religious, intra-state or inter-state terms is to assume, perhaps erroneously, that 'each kind of
social unit, having its own range of size, structure, and institutions, will also have its own modes of interaction and
thus its own patterns of conflict with other social units' (Fink, 1968) like and unlike itself. Such an assumption
merits scrutiny on its own, since, despite the plausibility of some sort of analytical link between the parties to a
conflict and the nature of the confrontation that ensues, the link should be demonstrated and not allowed to stand by
assertion alone. This volume is devoted to one type of analysis of conflict, the socio biological one.
The Oxford Handbook of Developmental Psychology, Vol. 1 Philip David Zelazo 2013-03-21 This handbook provides a
comprehensive survey of what is now known about psychological development, from birth to biological maturity, and it
highlights how cultural, social, cognitive, neural, and molecular processes work together to yield human behavior and
changes in human behavior.
The Growth of Biological Thought Ernst Mayr 1982 An incisive study of the development of the biological sciences
chronicles the origins, maturation, and modern views of the classification of life forms, the evolution of species, and

the inheritance and variation of characteristics
Demography - Volume II Zeng Yi 2010-11-30 Zeng Yi is a Professor at the Center for the Study of Aging and Human
Development and Geriatric Division / Dept of Medicine of Medical School, and Institute of Population Research and Dept.
of Sociology, Duke University. He is also a Professor at the China Center for Economic Research, National School of
Development at Peking University in China, and Distinguished Research Scholar of the Max Planck Institute for
Demographic Research (MPIDR) in Germany. He received his doctoral degree from Brussels Free University in May 1986, and
conducted post-doctoral study at Princeton University in 1986-87. Up to Feb. 2008, he has had 81 professional articles
written in English published in academic journals or as book chapters in the United States and Europe; among them, 51
articles were published in anonymous, peer-reviewed academic journals. He has had 85 professional articles written in
Chinese and published in China; among them, 55 articles were published in national top Chinese academic journals. He
has published sixteen books, including five research books (as first author), such as “Family Dynamics in China,”
published by the University of Wisconsin Press; one textbook on demographic methods (as the sole author); two volumes
of demographic software and user’s manuals (as the first author) on family status life table analysis; six edited books
(four as the chief editor, and two as the second editor), such as the 2005 and 2008 books published by Springer for
which he served as the chief editor. Six of Zeng Yi’s published books were written in English, one was written in both
Chinese and English, and the remainders were written in Chinese. Zeng Yi has been awarded more than ten national and
international academic prizes, such as the Dorothy Thomas Prize of the Population Association of America, the Harold D.
Lasswell Prize in Policy Science awarded by the international journal Policy Sciences and Kluwer Academic Publishers,
the second-class prize for advancement of science and technology awarded by the State Sciences and Technology
Commission of China, the first-class prize for advancement of science and technology awarded by the State Education
Commission, and the highest academic honor of Peking University: "Prize for Outstanding Contributions in Sciences."
According to the search report, up to March 1, 2008, the internationally most important literature sources SSCI (Social
Science Citation Index) and SCI (Science Citation Index), published in the U.S., indicate that Zeng Yi’s articles and
books have been cited in 755 journal articles by authors other than Zeng Yi. Among them, 440 citations refer to the
work of Zeng Yi as the first author; 315 citations refer to the work of Zeng Yi as a co-author. Zeng Yi is one of the
authors of “High Impact Papers” worldwide in the period of 1981 -1998, as announced by International Scientific
Institute (ISI) in September, 2000.
Evolution in Age-Structured Populations Brian Charlesworth 1994-06-30 Examines theories and methods used to study agestructured populations.
The Evolutionary Biology of Human Female Sexuality Randy Thornhill 2008-09-25 Research conducted in the last fifteen
years has placed in question many of the traditional conclusions scholars have formed about human female sexuality.
Though conventional wisdom asserts that women's estrus has been evolutionarily lost, Randy Thornhill and Steven W.
Gangestad assert that it is present, though concealed. Women, they propose, therefore exhibit two sexualities each
ovulatory cycle-estrus and sexuality outside of the estrous phase, extended sexuality-that possess distinct functions.
Synthesizing research in behavioral evolution and comparative biology, the authors provide a new theoretical framework
for understanding the evolution of human female sexuality, one that is rooted in female sexuality and phylogeny across
all vertebrate animals.
Monogamy Ulrich H. Reichard 2003-09-11 This book explores the biological roots of social, sexual and reproductive
monogamy in birds, mammals and humans.
Human Senescence Douglas E. Crews 2003-12-11 Much research on the biology of senescence is on cell-lines, nematodes or
fruit flies, that are only of peripheral relevance to the problems encountered in humans. Human Senescence is a text
which reviews the evolutionary biology of human senescence and life span, and the evolutionarily recent development of
late-life survival. It examines how human patterns of and variability in growth and development have altered later life
survival probabilities and competencies, and how survival during mid-life contributes to senescent dysfunction and
alteration. Discussing possibilities of further extending human life span, it gives a better understanding of how
humans came to senesce as slowly as we do over our lifespan. Bringing together gerontological, anthropological and
biocultural research, it explores human variation in chronic disease, senescence and life span as outcomes of early
life adaptation and the success of humankind's sociocultural evolution. It is a benchmark publication for all
interested in how and why we age.
Biology and Criminology Anthony Walsh 2010-03-17 Numerous criminologists have noted their dissatisfaction with the
state of criminology. The need for a new paradigm for the 21st century is clear. However, many distrust biology as a
factor in studies of criminal behavior, whether because of limited exposure or because the orientation of criminology
in general has a propensity to see it as racist, classist, or at least illiberal. This innovative new book by noted
criminologist Anthony Walsh dispels such fears, examining how information from the biological sciences strengthens
criminology work and both complements and improves upon traditional theories of criminal behavior. With its reasoned
case for biological science as a fundamental tool of the criminologist, Walsh's groundbreaking work will be required
reading for all students and faculty within the field of criminology.
Sociological Abstracts 2003 CSA Sociological Abstracts abstracts and indexes the international literature in sociology
and related disciplines in the social and behavioral sciences. The database provides abstracts of journal articles and
citations to book reviews drawn from over 1,800+ serials publications, and also provides abstracts of books, book
chapters, dissertations, and conference papers.
The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology George Ritzer 2011-01-25 This concise encyclopedia is the most complete
international survey of sociology ever created in one volume. Contains over 800 entries from the whole breadth of the
discipline Distilled from the highly regarded Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, with entries completely revised and
updated to provide succinct and up-to-date coverage of the fundamental topics Global in scope, both in terms of topics
and contributors Each entry includes references and suggestions for further reading Cross-referencing allows easy
movement around the volume
Rethinking Sociological Theory Stephen K. Sanderson 2015-11-17 Stephen K. Sanderson s latest book recaptures a
scientific theoretical sociology, one whose fundamental aim is the formulation of real theories that can be empirically
tested. Sanderson reviews the major theoretical traditions within contemporary sociology, explicating their key
principles, critically evaluating these principles and their applications, and showcasing exemplars. He judges each
tradition by asking whether it has generated falsifiable research programs. Although principally a work of theoretical
critique, "Rethinking Sociological Theory" is also a valuable textbook for both undergraduate and graduate courses in
sociological theory."
Life History Evolution and Sociology Steven C. Hertler 2017-01-23 This book supplies the evolutionary and genetic
framework that Charles Murray, towards the end of Coming Apart: The State of White America 1960-2010, predicts will one
day explain revolutionary change in American society. Murray’s Coming Apart documents 50 years of changed college
admissions, government incentives, mating and migration patterns that have wrought national divisions across indexes of
marriage, industriousness, honesty, and religiosity. The framework discussed is life history evolution, a sub-

discipline within evolutionary biology singly capable of explaining why violent crime, property crime, low marriage
rates, father absence, early birth, low educational achievement, low income, poverty, lack of religiosity and reduced
achievement striving will reliably co-occur as part of a complex. This complex augments facultatively, developmentally
and evolutionarily in response to unpredictable and uncontrollable sources of mortality. The uncertain tenure of life
wrought by unpredictable and uncontrollable mortality selects for a present-oriented use of bioenergetics resources
recognizable as the social ills of Fishtown, Murray’s archetypal working class community. In turn, the thirty years of
life history literature herein reviewed confirms the biological logic of elite intermarriage and sequestration. The
source of life history variation, policy implications, and demography are discussed.
Old-Earth or Evolutionary Creation? Kenneth Keathley 2017-07-18 Christians confess that God created the heavens and
the earth. But just how did he do it, and does the Bible give us a scientifically accurate account? Listen in as
representatives from Reasons to Believe (old-earth creation) and BioLogos (evolutionary creation) engage in charitable
dialogue on questions of creation and evolution.
Handbook of Neurosociology David D. Franks 2012-07-09 Until recently, a handbook on neurosociology would have been
viewed with skepticism by sociologists, who have long been protective of their disciplinary domain against perceived
encroachment by biology. But a number of developments in the last decade or so have made sociologists more receptive to
biological factors in sociology and social psychology. Much of this has been encouraged by the coeditors of this
volume, David Franks and Jonathan Turner. This new interest has been increased by the explosion of research in
neuroscience on brain functioning and brain-environment interaction (via new MRI technologies), with implications for
social and psychological functioning. This handbook emphasizes the integration of perspectives within sociology as well
as between fields in social neuroscience. For example, Franks represents a social constructionist position following
from G.H. Mead’s voluntaristic theory of the act while Turner is more social structural and positivistic. Furthermore,
this handbook not only contains contributions from sociologists, but leading figures from the psychological perspective
of social neuroscience.
Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress. Cataloging Policy and Support Office 1997
New Directions in the Sociology of Aging National Research Council 2013-12-26 The aging of the population of the
United States is occurring at a time of major economic and social changes. These economic changes include consideration
of increases in the age of eligibility for Social Security and Medicare and possible changes in benefit levels.
Furthermore, changes in the social context in which older individuals and families function may well affect the nature
of key social relationships and institutions that define the environment for older persons. Sociology offers a
knowledge base, a number of useful analytic approaches and tools, and unique theoretical perspectives that can
facilitate understanding of these demographic, economic, and social changes and, to the extent possible, their causes,
consequences and implications. New Directions in the Sociology of Aging evaluates the recent contributions of social
demography, social epidemiology and sociology to the study of aging and identifies promising new research directions in
these sub-fields. Included in this study are nine papers prepared by experts in sociology, demography, social genomics,
public health, and other fields, that highlight the broad array of tools and perspectives that can provide the basis
for further advancing the understanding of aging processes in ways that can inform policy. This report discusses the
role of sociology in what is a wide-ranging and diverse field of study; a proposed three-dimensional conceptual model
for studying social processes in aging over the life cycle; a review of existing databases, data needs and
opportunities, primarily in the area of measurement of interhousehold and intergenerational transmission of resources,
biomarkers and biosocial interactions; and a summary of roadblocks and bridges to transdisciplinary research that will
affect the future directions of the field of sociology of aging.
Play Among Books Miro Roman 2021-12-06 How does coding change the way we think about architecture? This question opens
up an important research perspective. In this book, Miro Roman and his AI Alice_ch3n81 develop a playful scenario in
which they propose coding as the new literacy of information. They convey knowledge in the form of a project model that
links the fields of architecture and information through two interwoven narrative strands in an “infinite flow” of real
books. Focusing on the intersection of information technology and architectural formulation, the authors create an
evolving intellectual reflection on digital architecture and computer science.
Philosophy of Anthropology and Sociology 2011-08-12 This volume concerns philosophical issues that arise from the
practice of anthropology and sociology. The essays cover a wide range of issues, including traditional questions in the
philosophy of social science as well as those specific to these disciplines. Authors attend to the historical
development of the current debates and set the stage for future work. · Comprehensive survey of philosophical issues in
anthropology and sociology · Historical discussion of important debates · Applications to current research in
anthropology and sociology
Aboriginal Children, History and Health John Boulton 2016-04-28 This volume traces the complex reasons behind the
disturbing discrepancy between the health and well-being of children in mainstream Australia and those in remote
Indigenous communities. Invaluably informed by Boulton’s close working knowledge of Aboriginal communities, the book
addresses growth faltering as a crisis of Aboriginal parenting and a continued problem for the Australian nation. The
high rate and root causes of ill-health amongst Aboriginal children are explored through a unique synthesis of
historical, anthropological, biological and medical analyses. Through this fresh approach, which includes the insights
of specialists from a range of disciplines, Aboriginal Children, History and Health provides a thoughtful and
innovative framework for considering Indigenous health.
A Companion to Dental Anthropology Joel D. Irish 2020-12-22 Companion to Dental Anthropology presents a collection of
original readings addressing all aspects and sub-disciplines of the field of dental anthropology—from its origins and
evolution through to the latest scientific research. Represents the most comprehensive coverage of all sub-disciplines
of dental anthropology available today Features individual chapters written by experts in their specific area of dental
research Includes authors who also present results from their research through case studies or voiced opinions about
their work Offers extensive coverage of topics relating to dental evolution, morphometric variation, and pathology
The World of Biology and Politics Steven A. Peterson 2013-10-10 This volume describes (a) the present academic and
institutional status of Biopolitics and (b) the wide range of research areas that have emerged within the field.
Political Biology M. Meloni 2016-05-25 This book explores the socio-political implications of human heredity from the
second half of the nineteenth century to the present postgenomic moment. It addresses three main phases in the
politicization of heredity: the peak of radical eugenics (1900-1945), characterized by an aggressive ethos of
supporting the transformation of human society via biological knowledge; the repositioning, after 1945, of biological
thinking into a liberal-democratic, human rights framework; and the present postgenomic crisis in which the genome can
no longer be understood as insulated from environmental signals. In Political Biology, Maurizio Meloni argues that
thanks to the ascendancy of epigenetics we may be witnessing a return to soft heredity - the idea that these signals
can cause changes in biology that are themselves transferable to succeeding generations. This book will be of great
interest to scholars across science and technology studies, the philosophy and history of science, and political and
social theory.

Handbook on Evolution and Society Alexandra Maryanski 2015-11-17 "Handbook on Evolution and Society" brings together
original chapters by prominent scholars who have been instrumental in the revival of evolutionary theorizing and
research in the social sciences over the last twenty-five years. Previously unpublished essays provide up-to-date,
critical surveys of recent research and key debates. The contributors discuss early challenges posed by sociobiology,
the rise of evolutionary psychology, the more conflicted response of evolutionary sociology to sociobiology, and
evolutionary psychology. Chapters address the application and limitations of Darwinian ideas in the social sciences.
Prominent authors come from a variety of disciplines in ecology, biology, primatology, psychology, sociology, and the
humanities. The most comprehensive resource available, this vital collection demonstrates to scholars and students the
new ways in which evolutionary approaches, ultimately derived from biology, are influencing the diverse social sciences
and humanities.
Evolutionary Aesthetics of Human Ethics in Hardy’s Tragic Narratives Rıza Öztürk 2011-05-25 Treatment of Hardy’s
tragic narratives under the objective lens of evolutionary literary theory has led to three basic findings: First,
within the scope of the analysis of the five major tragic narratives, representation of Hardy’s evolutionary aesthetics
of human ethics, in terms of altruistic sympathy and compassion, shows that adapted parental investment in children
indicates the reason why women submit to pain and suffering more than the men do. The costly investment of women in
maternal behaviour leads to submission in many cases, but in return they gain better fitness for survival and
reproduction than men. This is implicitly highlighted as a force of superiority in the tragedies studied, as the male
characters often invest in heroic deeds over their children. Second, that which has for many years been identified as
pessimism in Hardy’s tragic narratives is in fact a surface cognitive layer, under which is an implicit teaching of
evolutionary aesthetics of human ethics, which guides to a true fitness of human life. Third, sympathy and particularly
compassion are not only human emotions but also adapted cognitive virtues that centre on ethical teaching. Thus, an
integrated model of science and humanities for art and literary analysis is required to address not only those of
English language and literature departments, but also those aligned to the idea of integrating the two methods. A
scientific and objective view of human life is in opposition to postmodern and structuralist approaches, which have
generally been considered as the centre of interest during the latter half of the 20th century.
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